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<Abstract>
A Study on the Main Theme about the Analogy of a Child
in the Gospel of Mark:
Focusing on Understanding the Meaning of mtawdiov
and the Sentence Structure of Mark 10:15

Seo-Jun Kim
(Keimyung University)

This study interprets the two analogies of a child in Mark 9:33-37 and
10:13-16 in association with the events related to the disciples that occurred on
the road in the second paragraph of the Gospel of Mark, and suggests that they
contain the core lessons of the discipleship of Jesus. The key teachings are, as is
expressed well in Jesus’ words and symbolic action in the first analogy of a
child, that disciples are to serve not as the first but as the last, and that they are
to welcome and receive small and insignificant beings like a little child. The
second analogy of a child, in close connection with the first analogy, also
emphasizes a new shift in how children are to be perceived, and how they should
be welcomed and accepted. Existing studies have understood that these
analogies are intended to correct adults’ negative perceptions of children in the
ancient world. However, the current study argues that such understanding not
only is inconsistent with the context of the passage, but also stems from a
misunderstanding of the key word, mawdiov and the sentence structure of Mark
10:15. Considering its use throughout the Bible and other ancient literature, the
word noudiov in the analogy of a child is likely to refer to a child who lived as a
servant rather than an ordinary child. Jesus put before his disciples the little child
who was living as the last in the world, and spoke of his discipleship of serving
as the servant of all people (Mark 9:35). He also demanded a new shift in the
perception of the little child by identifying that child with himself (Mark 9:37).
Likewise, the second child analogy reveals the meaning of Jesus’ teachings and
symbolic actions more clearly when the children in the text are assumed to be in
lowly and miserable situations. The problem with the disciples was not that they
lacked a childlike innocent and dependable mind, but that they rejected and did
not accept children, whose standings were the last in the world. Jesus’ words
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about the kingdom of God (Mark 10:14-15) are not intended to urge his disciples
to become like children, but to emphasize that the kingdom of God belongs to
the children they did not accept, and that no one can enter it without receiving

these little ones.



